
Toronto Waterfront Aquatic Habitat 
Restoration Strategy

Aquatic Habitat Toronto
Aquatic Habitat Toronto (AHT) represents a consensus based partnership between agencies with a vested interest in the improvement of 
aquatic habitat on the Toronto Waterfront.  Partners include Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Ministry of Natural Resources, Toronto and 

www.acquatichabitat.ca

aquatic habitat on the Toronto Waterfront.  Partners include Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Ministry of Natural Resources, Toronto and 
Region Conservation in consultation with the City of Toronto and in support of Waterfront Toronto.  Aquatic Habitat Toronto is responsible for 
the implementation of the Toronto Waterfront Aquatic Habitat Restoration Strategy.  Projects include Dragon Boat Course, Lake Ontario Park, 
Lower Don, Central Waterfront, and East Bayfront.

Regulatory Role
AHT provides support for Waterfront Toronto and other proponents working on the waterfront by facilitating the approvals process.  In order 
for a project to be implemented on the waterfront a variety of approvals are required depending on the project.  Some examples are 
environmental assessments, federal and/or provincial, and fisheries approvals.  When a proponent is working on the waterfront and there is 
any chance of negatively impacting fish habitat then compensation for the potential loss is required.  AHT will help direct and design the 
aquatic habitat compensation such that it satisfies TWAHRS and will provide aquatic habitat in a location that will benefit the living creatures.

Science Role
The other focus of AHT is to evaluate and advance the role of science in the management of aquatic habitat in the Toronto Region.  The goal 
is to answer questions about aquatic habitat on the Toronto Waterfront.  Questions could be around water quality, sediment quality, 
phytoplankton availability to mention a few.  The answers to these questions can then feed back into the design of future aquatic habitat 
through adaptive management

Spadina Slip
Construction is finished and as part of the revitalization 2500 square metres of aquatic habitat has been constructed.  The aquatic habitat 
created will invite aquatic life to inhabit the area.  A grand opening event will take place in August ’08.

Simcoe and Rees Slips
Construction is scheduled to begin this fall.  Aquatic habitat will be created in conjunction with the revitalization of these slips.  

By Warren May


