
Restoring Lake Ontario Wetlands in 
the Hamilton AOC 

ABSTRACT

Project Paradise began in 1993 as a component of the Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration Project, part of the 
Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan. It was created to connect the Gardens with community partners that 
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Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan. It was created to connect the Gardens with community partners that 
have similar goals concerning the restoration and stewardship of our marshlands. 

Project Paradise is the largest and most challenging habitat restoration initiative ever undertaken by the 
Gardens and is the largest of its kind in North America. It requires strong partnerships with outside agencies, 
and is reflective of the fact that many of the issues affecting the marsh originate in the watersheds that drain 
into our lands.

The project is based on addressing the major marsh stressors that led to the decline of our wetlands. We hope 
that by eliminating the stressors the marsh will begin to naturally regenerate and ultimately become self-
sustaining. An innovative freshwater marsh restoration venture, Project Paradise includes a range of 
conservation projects, but is dependent on the Fishway, the first carp barrier/two-way fishway structure on the 
Great Lakes.

Major Issues
- Turbidity
- High nutrient levels
- Sediment accumulation
- Overgrazing by carp and geese
- Lake Ontario water level control
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