
Nearshore Fish Habitat Creation at 
Tommy Thompson Park

Overview
Habitat Work at Tommy Thompson Park include the best examples of coastal habitat 
creation in Toronto, and are being used as a template for future work across the 
waterfront.

The Aquatic Habitat Enhancement Plan developed in partnership with government 
agencies, special interest groups, and academia, includes the following four 
categories: 

Coastal Wetland Development 
An expected wetland gain of approximately 40 ha will result from the development of 
new wetland habitat.  The main goal of this work is to establish a variety of native 
emergent and submergentplant communities. 

The objectives of wetland development are to: 

o Establish functional coastal marsh communities 
o Increase structural habitats and the diversity of substrates 
o Increase the diversity of shoreline habitats 
o Provide essential habitat components for resident fish and wildlife communities
o Provide educational opportunities for school groups and the public 

Sheltered Embayment Enhancement 
To date, habitat improvements have been undertaken in Embayments A, B, and C.  
This work has included major planting nodes to establish vegetation along the 
shoreline, as well as the creation of essential habitat features such as reproductive, 
juvenile/nursery, resting/loafing and overwinteringareas.  Structural fish habitat has 
also been created in the form of shoals, brush bundles and log cribs. 

Shoreline Enhancement
The goal of this work is to create functional vegetated shorelines consisting of 
coastal marshes, shrub thickets, mudflats, cobble beaches, sand dunes, as well as 
wet meadows.  Non-traditional shoreline treatments will be employed which utilize 
log tangles and bioengineering to protect the shoreline and provide habitat. 

By Ralph Toninger

Aquatic Enhancement at Tommy Thompson Park

Open Coast Habitat
TRCA is engaged in a coastal analysis of the shoreline of TTP to determine the stability of the exposed shoreline.  Certain sections of the habitat creation area will 
require protection from erosion during periods of high water, seiche and/or wave action.  A variety of techniques will be employed to maximize productive habitat and 
ensure shoreline integrity.  

Essential Habitat Features
Critical habitat features will be installed to improve aquatic habitat.  Woody debris, boulders and other large substrates will be strategically placed near and below the 
average water level to enhance habitat.  At the transition to deep water habitats, enhancements will include log cribs, submerged trees, isolated boulders, and 
underwater reefs. 


